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This Month in Discover Pattaya
Hi Everyone

As the temperature heats up we’re all looking for places to cool down and the
air conditioned comfort of the many fine hotels and restaurants you’ll find
in this month’s edition will provide just the escape you need. Or why not try 
immersing yourself in the sea and go Diving? The kids will love it as you will
see from our Discover Diving article on page 32 of the Sporting section.

Before long the extended Songkran will be upon us. Although here in Pattaya
the truth is that Songkran has always been an extended holiday in this region. 
Love it or hate it, you just have to prepare for what is bound to be some full
on revelling. If you’re not a lover of the water carnage then you should start 
planning your escape now. Why not head to Mae Pim a lovely part of Rayong 
and one that I have only recently discovered. 

Or even closer to home you might want to visit the charming Pattaya Paradise 
Beach Resort. Just off the Sukhumvit by Mason in Na Jomtien. There is 
something so relaxing about this place it almost feels as if you’re on an island
like Koh Larn or Koh Samed, yet it's only minutes from home. So get planning 
now and see what you want to do when the streets of Pattaya become a water
soaked battle ground!
Have a great month and stay hydrated!
Gloria  x

gloria@patttayatrader.com
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What is it about St Patrick’s Day that makes it so 
very popular? Certainly it is world-wide, the most 
popular of all the UK's saints' days and seems 
to have  transcended its religious origins to be 
more of a celebration of everything Irish. The 
widespread adoption of the shamrock symbol, 
the colour green, an  association with jokes and 
good cheer make St Patrick’s day a universally 
embraced and celebrated phenomenon.

Here in Pattaya you definitely don’t need to be 
Irish to get on board with the March 17th 
celebrations. The vibrant and inclusive nature 
of St. Patrick's Day appeals to people of all 
backgrounds fostering a sense of unity. 
Perhaps  also  helped  along  by  the  drinks 
associated with the day? Particularly the iconic 
stout, Guinness, a rich, dark beer with a creamy head which people will seek out on this day even if they never 
drink it on any other. I personally enjoy Guinness with a dash of blackcurrant “Black Velvet” or you can try a “Black 
and Tan” by blending it with pale ale or a “Black and Gold” with champagne. Or Kilkenny, a cream ale that is also 
brewed by the makers of Guinness and also has a creamy head but more subtle caramel undertones and a red hue. 
Irish whiskey such as Jameson may also take the spotlight, on this day.  

So if you are looking for a place to sink a few and enjoy the craic? Well why not try Paddy's Pub on Lake Mabprachan? 
It's just the place for the celebration and as you would expect will have plenty of both  Guinness and Kilkenny on tap, 
plus all those silly hats we love to wear on the day. Also there is sure to be a lively atmosphere with shared laughter 

and plenty of fun. Music throughout the day will firstly be in 
the form of live jazz from the pub’s saxophone player. Then in 
the evening the irrepressible Power Jam Duo will certainly get 
you on your feet and ready to dance.

So this March 17th get ready to kick up your heels, embrace 
the  colour  green and raise a pint to the patron saint of 
Ireland: St Patrick.  He is renowned for converting the coun-
try from paganism to Christianity and less reliably for banishing 
snakes from Ireland. For sure you’ll be able to find a few like 
minded souls who will relish being “Honorary Irish” for the day!
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Introduction: 
Thailand's education system is rich in cultural nuances and 
traditions that may differ from those in other countries. For 
parents living in Pattaya, understanding the intricacies of the 
Thai education system is crucial for making informed decisions 
about their children's education. This guide aims to shed light on 
key aspects of the Thai education system, offering insights and 
practical tips for parents navigating this educational landscape. 

Understanding the Thai Education System: 
The Thai education system comprises three main levels: primary, 
secondary, and further education. Each level has distinct 
characteristics and features that contribute to a holistic educational 
experience for students. 

Primary Education: 
Primary education in Thailand spans six years, starting from 
Prathom 1 (Grade 1) to Prathom 6 (Grade 6). The curriculum 
includes subjects like Thai language, mathematics, science, 
social studies, and physical education. It lays the foundation for 
students' academic journey and emphasises the development of 
fundamental skills. 

Secondary Education: 
Secondary education consists of lower secondary (Mathayom 1-3) 
and upper secondary (Mathayom 4-6) levels. Students typically 
choose one of two academic tracks: Science-mathematics or 
Arts-mathematics. Upper secondary education prepares students 
for university entrance exams and offers specialised coursework 
aligned with their chosen track. 

Further Education: 
Further education in Thailand includes universities and vocational 
institutions. Admission to universities is highly competitive, 
and students usually take a standardised national examination 
(O-NET) to determine eligibility for various programs. Vocational 
education provides practical skills training, offering an alternative 
path for students not pursuing a university degree. 

The Role of Exams:

Standardised tests, both national and regional, are used to 

Understanding the examination system and preparing students 
accordingly is crucial for parents seeking the best educational 
outcomes for their children. 

School Selection: 
Pattaya boasts a variety of schools, ranging from public and 
private to international institutions. Public schools follow the 
Thai National Curriculum, while private and international schools 
may offer different curriculums such as British, American, or 
International Baccalaureate. Parents should consider factors 
such as language of instruction, teaching methodologies, 
extracurricular activities, and class size when selecting a school 
for their child. 

Parental Involvement: 
Active parental involvement is encouraged in the Thai education 
system. Parents often participate in school activities, parent-
teacher meetings, and school events. Building a strong relationship 
with your child's teachers and staying informed about their 
academic progress fosters a supportive learning environment. 

Cultural Considerations: 
Thai culture places a high value on respect for teachers and elders. 
Parents should instil these values in their children, emphasising 
the importance of showing gratitude and maintaining a positive 
attitude towards learning. Understanding and respecting cultural 
norms can contribute to a harmonious educational experience. 

Language Challenges:
For expatriate families who choose to place their child in an 
international school, language differences may pose challenges. 
While all international schools must offer Thai language lessons 
as part of their timetables, additional exposure to the Thai 
language can enhance cultural integration. Consider enrolling 
your child in language classes to bridge this gap. 

Navigating the University Admission Process: 
For students approaching the end of their secondary education, 
the university admission process is a crucial step. It involves 
preparing for the O-NET examination, researching universities 
and programs, and meeting admission requirements. Seek 
guidance from designated staff in your child's school and stay 
informed about important deadlines to ensure a smooth transition 
to further education. 

Conclusion:
Navigating the Thai education system may seem complex at 

nuances, parents in Pattaya can make informed decisions that 
positively impact their children's academic journey. By actively 
participating in their child's education, choosing the right school, 
and embracing the cultural aspects of the system, parents 
can contribute to a well-rounded and successful educational 
experience for their children in Thailand.

Navigating the Thai Education System:Navigating the Thai Education System:
A Guide for Parents A Guide for Parents 

By Mr Ashleigh Bignall, Founder of the British Learning Centre
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DO YOU NEED A LAWYER WHEN BUYING A PROPERTY IN THAILAND?

Thailand's legal system may be unfamiliar to foreign buyers, 
making it crucial to retain a lawyer when buying property due 
to the complexity of property transactions, legal requirements, 

property ownership laws, and regulations, which require local legal 
expertise. Here are some of the factors to consider:

Due Diligence
Due Diligence is a crucial process used by lawyers to assess the 
status of a project and its developer. It ensures clear ownership, 
no outstanding debts, liens, or legal issues, and the authenticity of 
the property's title deed. This helps protect buyers from potential 
complications, making it essential to have a lawyer conduct 
thorough due diligence before signing a binding contract.

Drafting or Reviewing Sales and Purchase Contract
Lawyers review and draft contracts to ensure fairness, clarity, legal 

can negotiate on your behalf to secure favorable terms and provide 
a comprehensive understanding of legal rights and obligations in a 
binding contract.

Advice on Foreign Ownership Restrictions
Thailand has various restrictions on foreign property ownership, and 
a lawyer can advise on legal structures like leasehold agreements 
and alternative options for foreigners.

Guidance on Fee and Tax Obligations
Lawyers can advise on property transactions' tax obligations, such 

Escrow Services

Lawyers can facilitate escrow services for secure, transparent 
transactions, protecting both buyers and sellers by holding funds 
until all sale conditions are met.

Translation and Communication with Local Authorities
Legal documents are typically in Thai, and communication with local 
authorities often requires translation. A lawyer can provide accurate 
translations and act as an intermediary, ensuring compliance with 
legal requirements, and can help ensure that you comprehend the 
terms and conditions before signing any
documentations.

Legal Representation and Support
In the event of a disagreement or unanticipated complications 
during the process, having a lawyer provides legal representation 
and helps to protect your rights. Lawyers can create a strategic 

protect your interests.

Consult a lawyer for legal matters or complex situations, as legal 

By: Magna Carta Law Firm
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SOLUTIONS
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