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This Month in Discover Pattaya
Hi Everyone

Well at the time of going to press it remains to be seen if “The Future’s bright 
the future’s …..” - let’s see how June unfolds. While we wait, there are some 
excellent features in this month’s issue of Discover Pattaya for you to leaf 
through, from wonderful new restaurants and hotels opening in Pattaya to 
plenty of information from our growing education section for those of you in 
the process of choosing a school in the area.

Artificial Intelligence has also been a hot topic of late. I was pleased to be 
present at an Eastern Seaboard dinner recently when the guest speaker held 
forth on this exact subject (for the review go to page 48). Having had a cursory 
look myself I would say the speed of information you can get from the new 
services is quite astounding and certainly takes away much of the drudgery 
of searching out background information for writing articles. However, at 
present the content is not up to the minute and needs to be double checked 
and edited.
So dear reader you can rest assured that I am not a robot and I wish you all a 
very pleasant and humane month.

Gloria  x
gloria@patttayatrader.com
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Nestled within the rolling countryside of Eastern Thailand, Rugby School Thailand began with a vision to bring genuine 
British independent boarding school education to Thailand. The School believes every day is an opportunity to develop 
intellectually, mentally, emotionally, physically, and culturally. Rugby School achieves this through an extended school 

rigour with an award-winning enrichment programme.

“We aim to improve the outcome of every individual within our School,”- says Mr Bruce Grindlay, Principal at 
Rugby School. 

Rugby School Thailand is privileged to enjoy a highly-resourced 80-acre campus with an additional outdoor education 
centre and surrounding facilities that include hiking and biking trails nearby. The School focuses on developing all facets 

happy. Thus, the overarching ethos that informs all they do is ‘the whole person, the whole point’. 

Teaching Excellence
The School has a large team of experienced teachers and 
are widely recognised as the gold standard for university entry worldwide, while also supporting individual applications no 

with student motivation.

Creativity and Recognition
Rugby School Thailand encourages innovation and creativity in many ways, and the School has been repeatedly praised 
in inspection reports for how teachers integrate technology to enhance learning. 

Recently winning the Innovation and Creativity in Learning award at the prestigious International Schools Awards (ISA) 
2023. The School has also been recognised and accredited by several organisations, including The Council of British 

Association of Thailand (ISAT).

Launch of Saturday English Programme
Rugby School Thailand wishes to support students who 

“To help this 
group of students, we will launch an English for International Schools Saturday English programme.” This is not 
for students currently attending Rugby School but is for any student with beginner English aged 10 to 12 who may aspire 
to an international school education.
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Selecting the right international school for your child can be a daunting 
task, especially if you are relocating to Pattaya. With a plethora of 
options available, parents may feel overwhelmed and unsure of where 
to start. To help guide you through the process, we have compiled a 
comprehensive guide to selecting an international school in Pattaya.

Firstly, it is important to establish what you are looking for in a school. 
Consider your child's needs, interests and educational goals, as 
well as your own expectations for their schooling. This will help you 
to narrow down your options and focus on schools that meet your 
requirements.

One of the most prestigious international schools in Pattaya is Rugby 
School Thailand. Established in 2017, this co-educational boarding 
and day school offers the British curriculum and boasts state-of-the-
art facilities including a sports centre, swimming pool and theatre. 
Rugby School Thailand is known for its academic rigour, strong 
pastoral care and emphasis on developing character. It is an ideal 
choice for parents who value a traditional British education and want 
their child to experience a traditional, British independent school in a 
modern setting.

Regents International School Pattaya is another popular choice 
among expat families. This co-educational day and boarding school 
offers both International Baccalaureate (IB) and international GSCE/A 
Level programmes. Regents is renowned for its commitment to a holistic education, with a focus on developing well-
rounded individuals who are prepared to take on the challenges of the 21st century. Its outstanding facilities include 
a STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and maths) centre, performing arts centre and a 50m Olympic-size 
swimming pool.

St. Andrews Green Valley is a fully authorised IB PYP school that offers the Primary Years Programme (PYP) from the 
International Baccalaureate (IB), integrated with the British National Curriculum from nursery to Year 11, followed by an 
IB programme in Year 12 and 13. It is unique in offering an accredited Dutch steam for families from the Netherlands. 
It is located in a picturesque setting and has a reputation for academic excellence and a strong sense of community. 
The school prides itself on providing a supportive and nurturing environment, with small class sizes and individualised 
attention for each student. St Andrews Green Valley also offers a wide range of extracurricular activities, including 
sports, music, drama and community service projects.

Mooltripakdee International School is a Cambridge school that offers a unique blend of Eastern and Western educational 
philosophies. The school follows the English National Curriculum from Early Years Foundation Stage, culminating in 
IGCSE and IAS/A Level examinations in Key Stage 4 and 5. MIS is renowned for its focus on wellbeing, with an 
emphasis on developing ethical and responsible global citizens. The school offers a wide range of extracurricular 

activities, including Thai cultural activities, sports, 
music and community service projects.

When selecting an international school, there are 
several factors to consider beyond the curriculum 
and facilities. One important consideration is the 
school's accreditation status. Look for schools that are 
accredited by recognised international bodies, such as 
the Council of International Schools (CIS), Educational 
Development Trust (EDT) or the International
Baccalaureate Organisation (IBO). Accreditation 
ensures that the school meets rigorous standards for 
educational quality and is committed to continuous 
improvement. Also, membership of the Federation of 
British International Schools in Asia (FOBISIA) is a good 
indicator of a top school.

Beaches to Books The Ultimate Guide to Beaches to Books The Ultimate Guide to 
International Schools in Pattaya.International Schools in Pattaya.

By James Kemp
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+66 84 090 5572 (Thai)  + 66 95 573 5638 (English)
79/17 Padtanakan 1, Moo 13 Nongprue, Banglamung, Chonburi 20150

info@britishlearningcentre.com    britishlearningcentre.com

Another important factor to consider is the school's 
location and transportation options. Pattaya is a 

hours. Consider the proximity of the school to your home 
or workplace, as well as the availability of school buses 
or other transportation options.

The school's admissions process is also worth 
considering. Some schools have highly competitive 
admissions processes, while others are more inclusive. 
Schools may be more willing to accept students in year 
groups where there are many spaces still available and 
may be more selective in other age ranges, which is 

extracurricular achievements, as well as their personality 
and learning style, when assessing their likelihood of 
being accepted into a particular school. 

Finally, it is important to visit the schools you are 
considering and speak with current students, teachers 
and administrators. This will give you a sense of the 
school's culture, values and educational philosophy. 
Many schools offer open days or individual tours, and it 
is worth taking the time to attend.

My advice is to follow these steps:

   1. Research the schools online and make a list of potential options.
   2. Narrow down your list based on your child's needs, interests and educational goals.
   3. Consider the accreditation status of each school, as well as its location and transportation options.
   4. Look into the admissions process and assess your child's likelihood of being accepted into each school.
   5. Schedule visits to the schools on your shortlist and speak with current students, teachers and administrators.
    6. Evaluate each school based on its culture, values and educational philosophy, as well as its facilities, extracurricular
       activities and academic standards.

       needs and expectations.

Remember that selecting an international school is an 

your child's education and future prospects. Take the time 
to research your options carefully and choose a school that 
aligns with your child's needs, interests and goals. You may 
wish to seek the support of an educational agency to assist 
you through this process - but do ensure that they are both 
reputable and experienced, such as the British Learning 
Centre. By following these steps, you can ensure that you 
make an informed decision and provide your child with the 
best possible education in Pattaya.

James Kemp is the Deputy Head of School at the British 

with over a decade’s experience of teaching in schools, both 
in the UK and internationally. He has recently been awarded 

and has delivered continued professional development for 
teachers in Asia, South America and the UK.
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STEPS IN SETTING UP A BUSINESS IN THAILAND

1. DECIDE ON YOUR BUSINESS STRUCTURE
You may register a business as Limited Company, Sole 
Proprietorship, Partnership, or Board of Investment Promotions.  
Thai Limited Company is the most popular structure and ideally 

Company is majority-owned by Thai nationals, owning at least 
51% of company shares.
2. IDENTIFY YOUR DIRECTOR(S) AND SHAREHOLDERS
A Thai limited company has to consist of 1 or more directors. 
They can either be Thai or foreigner. You should have a minimum 
of 2 shareholders to establish a Thai Limited Company and 
Partnership.
3. RESERVE A COMPANY NAME
The name you select for your business must be unique. It cannot 
be identical with any registered Thai company, whether it be in 
English or Thai. Be ready to provide 3 or more proposed business 
names.
4. REGISTER YOUR COMPANY
Prepare all the necessary registration paperwork and then register 
your business at the Department of Business Development (DBD).
5. OBTAIN SPECIAL PERMITS AND LICENSES
It is a requirement for some enterprises to secure a special license 
from other government agencies, depending on the nature of its 
business operation. These include: Food License, Alcohol and 
Cigarette License, Entertainment License, Import License, etc.
6. VISA AND WORK PERMIT APPLICATION FOR FOREIGN WORKERS
All foreign workers in Thailand must hold the proper visa and 
a valid work permit issued by the Ministry of Labor. There is a 
mandatory requirement for a minimum number of Thai employees 
per foreign employee, depending on the status of the company. 
The standard ratio is 4 Thai employees to 1 foreign employee. 
Moreover, a company can hire one foreigner for every 2,000,000 
Baht registered paid-up capital.

7. CORPORATE INCOME TAX AND SOCIAL SECURITY FUND 
REGISTRATION
You need to make sure that your employees are registered in the 
Social Security Fund System and must therefore submit monthly 
contributions. You must apply for and get a business corporate 
tax ID card from the Revenue Department within 60 days of 
incorporation or the start of business operations.
8. OPENING COMPANY BANK ACCOUNT.
Companies can open a corporate bank account in Thailand.
9. MONTHLY ACCOUNTING

and employee social security contributions must be made on a 
monthly basis.
10. ANNUAL BALANCE SHEET
It is extremely important that companies prepare and submit 
the balance sheets at least once every twelve months. Such a 
twelve-month period constitutes the company’s accounting 

therefore, close accounts within 12 months from its registration. 

and Department of Business Development every year. You must 

its accounting period.

You should seek legal counsel for the precise actions that your 
company needs to undertake. We can help you from step 1 all the 
way to the last step when your business is up and running, whether 
you are establishing your company for TRADING PURPOSES or 
HOLDING PROPERTIES for foreigners desiring to purchase land 
and homes in Thailand.

By: Magna Carta Law Firm
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head on June 1st 1999, it heralded the demise of the music business as 
I’d known it. Throughout the following years, sales of CDs declined and 
illegal downloading increased to the point where the general public were, 
mistakenly, of the opinion they were getting bargains in the form of new 
free music. This led to established record labels merging and the number of 
‘majors’ decreasing meaning small, or indeed, no investment in upcoming 
talent. Suddenly, many were complaining about the lack of new creative 
inventive music that they had grown up with. Today, the music business 
is completely different with revenue levels diminished and digital platforms 
ruling.

Myself, as a writer, can still receive ‘performance’ royalties as before but as 
far as ‘mechanical’ income goes (i.e. sales), as an artist, we have to look for 
alternative methods of music distribution. 

potential to transform the way music is created, produced and consumed. It can generate music after analyzing vast 
amounts of data and identify patterns and create music that sounds like it was composed by humans.

Furthermore, A.I. is transforming the way streaming services like 
Spotify and Apple Music use algorithms to analyze user’s listening 
habits. This means homoginising what you, the consumer, gets to 
hear and be offered in the guise of new and creative music. Some 
critics, including myself, worry that A.I. generated music will lack 
the emotional depth of music created by humans and that real 
musicians and artists will be replaced. This is already happening 
with A.I. creations sounding like new material from artists like 
Oasis and Drake, with a fake Drake track, according to Drake fans, 
sounding better than his originals. This then means his record label 
don’t need him anymore and can save on paying him royalties 
(thoughts & prayers please).

I’ve always known a saying in the music business, ‘where there’s a 
hit, there’s a writ’. I believe that music lawyers all over the world are 
now licking their lips at the amount of litigation that will be coming 
their way.
The loser in all of this will undoubtedly be us, the real creative artists 
and you, the consuming public who from now on will have no idea 
if what you are hearing is real or fake. We all already experience this 

photos, especially from the females of our species…yes you know 
who you are. So, welcome to the new world of fantasy which will undoubtably lead to job losses and an impossible 
grasp of what is real in the world.

To test the usefulness of A.I., I have utilized it for my next project. I fed in my original, creative title and asked it to 
write me some lyrics in the style of various artists from Ed Sheeran to Paul Simon to Joni Mitchell to Eminem. I was 

Now, as a successful songwriter of forty years, I’ve learned a thing or two about lyrics and can reveal that most of 

composition.

I believe that using A.I. to help in the same way as Dictionarys, 
Thesaurus and Google have done, can only be a step forward. 
However, be very scared of the gradual take over of us as a human 

(cue – dramatic apocalyptic A.I. generated music).

*** Please check out all Barry Upton’s recent, personal, non A.I. 
creative output on his dedicated YouTube channel – FAB BAZ 
MUSIC TV 

A.I. – THE FUTURE OF MUSIC? 
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1. Festive
2. Debate
3. Coral ridge
4. Consumed
5. Frolic
6. Type of window
7. Bloodshed
8. Small snake
9. Pursue
10. Fury
11. Panache
12. Enormous
15. Conclusion
20. Basketball number
22. Insect
26. Carried out an action
28. Kind or sort

SOLUTIONS ARE ON PAGE 49

CROSS WORD JUNE 2023
Across

1. Spoil
4. Highly excited
8. Land measure
12. In this place
13. Starchy plant
14. Sedimentary rock
16. Exhort
17. Arab ruler
18. Heathen
19. Surly
21. Type of meat
23. Despatch
24. Optic
25. Object of worship
27. Prevarication
29. Iniquity

31.  Also
34. Intense dislike
37. Adverse criticism
38. Chafe
39. Finished
40. Seabird
41. Inventor of this pen
42. Trash can
43. Couple
45. Pass by, in time
47. Peculiar
48. Edge
49. Principal

51. Desperate
52. Appropriate
55. Celestial body
58. Level
60. Stately
62. Dart
64. Adjoin
66. Complain
67. Pretext
68. Replete
69. Redact
70. Facilitate
71. Woody plant
72. Mesh

Down6. Avid

29. Stray
30. Moose
31. Journey
32. Belonging to us
33. Woodwind
34. Tramp
35. Eager
36. Keep watch
37. Animal coat
40. Target
41. Prohibition
43. In favor of
44. Assistant
45. Hearing device
46. Form of security
49. Unit of time
50. Traverse

51. Suspend
52. Dwelling
53. Twisted hair
54. Portable shelter
55. Droop
56. Genuine
57. Elaborate song
59. Immense
61. Portent
63. Small
65. Golf peg
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SOLUTIONS
CROSSWORD PAGE 46
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Cloud 11 is part of the South Sukhumvit innovation district near 
Udom Suk BTS station. Those who haven’t ventured past the On 

happening in this part of Bangkok. 

developer is taking things a step further by establishing an 
innovation district in this unlikely location. The ever-ambitious 
MQDC recently unveiled Cloud 11 which is being positioned as 
Asia’s largest hub for content creators. It is part of what is being 
dubbed the South Sukhumvit innovation district that also features 
the developer’s True Digital Park. “We have always honoured our 
‘For All Well-Being’ philosophy with our property projects that 

concepts in line with national development policies. We have invested in the Cloud 11 project to create an innovation cluster for new-
gen and creative innovation in South Sukhumvit.”

True Digital Park and Cloud 11 will essentially be across the street from one another as part of the innovation district that can be found 

business, but these two mixed-use developments are changing that. 

For MQDC, the key to its new project was ensuring it was complimentary to what was already available. So, while True Digital Park 
is billed as a startup ecosystem, Cloud 11 is focused on an “Empowering Creators” concept that centres around being a hub for the 
next generation of content creators.

give inspiration, knowledge and growth opportunities to creators, content-based enterprises, and related businesses,” Khun Onza 
Janyaprasert, Project Director of Cloud 11, detailed. “We expect Cloud 11 to empower Thai creators and bring them to the global 
market. Also, we truly hope that our project will contribute to efforts to turn Thailand into a top global content provider.” In addition 

A new Bangkok innovation district springs up in an unlikely location
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