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CARLTON HOTEL BANGKOK

Hi Property People
Following on from last month’s comments in the Property Trader I am delighted to say
that some resilient and imaginative companies are already making plans to diversify
and re think their business plans in light of the effect the virus has had on the number of
Chinese now missing from the streets of Pattaya.
Sands Condominium for example, this month’s Cover Page and extremely glamorous
cover story shows everyone that there are still opportunities to fulfil a dream of beach
front living. A dream that can be common to any and every nationality.
In fact, I see many of my expat friends who have watched their offspring head off to
universities all over the world now thinking that downsizing. Also the thought of perhaps
moving towards the centre of things with restaurants and facilities in walking distance
may now be all very appealing.

FACEBOOK
To stay up to date with what’s happening
in Pattaya throughout the month like our
Facebook page

facebook.com/ptyatrdr

So as our friends in the Travel Industry
are suggesting we should not be swept
away by panic and scare mongering
but rather think out of the box and see
what unexpected, new opportunities
may still be available here in Pattaya.
Certainly the Pattaya Trader is here
as usual to help and brainstorm ideas
with you.
Looking forward to it
Gloria

READ ONLINE
Read the Trader as an online flipbook on
your computer, tablet or smartphone on the
following websites:

Interested in advertising?
Mobile: 08 3768 3696
Email: pattayatrader@pattayatrader.com

www.pattayatrader.com
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Going to green the best parks

IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
By Cheyenne Hollis

T

he best parks in Southeast Asia are all worth checking
out. Developers try to incorporate green spaces into their
developments, but there is no substitute for the real thing.
This is why parks throughout the region’s biggest cities are busy
every weekend. People love to get out of their condos and enjoy
nature, even if it’s only for a couple of hours. But the best parks in
Southeast Asia can offer so much more than this. Some provide
recreational opportunities while others provide an immersive
cultural experience.With that in mind, here are a few of the best
parks in Southeast Asia.

Ho Chi Minh City – Van Thanh Park

Bangkok – Lumphini Park

Tao Dan Park is the most recognisable park in Ho Chi Minh City ,
but Van Thanh Park allows you to truly get away from the chaos of
the city. It has everything you would expect from a green space as
well as some public facilities including a swimming pool.
Tip: There is a restaurant along the park’s lake with huts over the
water where you can dine. It’s a cool experience if you’re into that
sort of thing.

Yangon – Bogyoke Park
While Bangkok has grown around it, Lumphini Park has remained
relatively unchanged since the 1940s. Originally on the outskirts
of the Thai capital, the 142-acre public park now sits next to the
central business district in the heart of the city. Generations of
Bangkokians have made use of Lumphini Park’s jogging trails,
ODNHDQGߑWQHVVDUHDV
Tip: There is no smoking in Lumphini Park and pets aren’t allowed.
However, a number of monitor lizards call the park home. They
look scary, but are relatively harmless as long as you keep your
distance.

Yangon is home to a number of parks all of which have a unique
charm. Bogyoke Park is located alongside the north shore of
Kandawgyi Lake and offers visitors ample room to explore. You’ll
DOVRߑQGSOHQW\RIYLHZVRI.DUDZHLN5HVWDXUDQWDQGLWV%XUPHVH
royal barge exterior design.
Tip: There are a number of food options in and around Bogyoke
Park with a few even offering lakeside dining.

Penang – Penang Botanic Gardens

Singapore – East Coast Park

Singapore is home to several of the best parks in Southeast Asia,
but we chose East Coast Park for this list. While it may not be
as well known as some of the city-state’s other green spaces to
non-residents, East Coast Park features a 15-kilometre stretch of
coastline and attracts more than seven million people per year.
The beach is even more impressive when you realise it sits on
reclaimed land and was entirely man made.
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The Penang Botanic Gardens can be found just outside
Georgetown. The park was established more than 130 years ago
and is best known for cascading waterfalls. The park features a
variety of indigenous and exotic plant species as well as monkeys
DQGPDFDTXHVERWKRIZKLFK\RXVKRXOGGHߑQLWHO\QRWWRXFK
Tip: You can explore the Penang Botanic Gardens on your own or
take a guided tour conducted by park staff.
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By Kim Waddoup



       

    

W

ith the excessive amount of exaggerated news, it does become challenging to conclude whether one is reading
RUOLVWHQLQJWRWUXWKRUߑFWLRQ:KLOVW&RYLGYLUXVLVZRUU\LQJDQGQHHGVWREHWDNHQVHULRXVO\ZKDWLVDFWXDOO\
happening? Is now the time to just stay at home, batten down and wait for the crisis to pass or is it a time to
continue as normal, naturally taking additional precautions?
.
With the massive number of tourists visiting Thailand from China each
\HDU7KDLODQGZDVRQHRIWKHߑUVWFRXQWULHVWRDQQRXQFHDFRQߑUPHG
case outside of China. It does appear that the growth has been limited,
thanks largely to the Chinese authorities who effectively shut down
foreign travel for Chinese nationals.
As of 21 February, according to the World Health Organisation
7KDLODQGKDGDWRWDORIODERUDWRU\FRQߑUPHG&29,'FDVHVZLWK
212 people either being tested for the coronavirus or still being treated
for respiratory symptoms. 19 people have made a full recovery and
16 remain in hospital. No deaths have been reported in Thailand. The
Government has also announced that it is prepared for worst-case
scenarios just in case of an escalation.
So what does this mean to the people on the street? Bangkok’s
6XYDUQDEKXPLDLUSRUWLVUHPDUNDEO\TXLHW1RWVXUSULVLQJZLWKQRߒLJKWV
IURP&KLQDDQGPDQ\ߒLJKWVWRRWKHUGHVWLQDWLRQVHLWKHUFXUWDLOHGRU
cancelled.
Masks are worn by all airport personnel and arriving visitors seem
perplexed as to wear them or not.
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Travel into the city by the convenient Airport
5DLO /LQN DQG \RX ZLOO VHH DERXW  RI WKH
people wearing masks and it was interesting
to note a small group or school-friends, half
with masks and half without.
Travel, tourism, shopping, dining and
entertainment appears to be continuing as
normal with few masks to be seen.
It should be noted that with the cancellation
of Thailand’s single largest source of tourism,
there are substantially fewer ‘mass’ tourists
making it a very pleasant time to travel.
Koh Samui is relatively unaffected as due to
the high costs of airfares to the Island it had
previously avoided the hordes of mass tourism
anyway.
Pattaya on the other hand has been hit
massively. Without mass tourism there are
virtually no busses full of tourists blocking the
city, the normally congested channel between
Pattaya beach and the nearby Koh Larn island
is now virtually empty with only the occasional
speed boat now making its way on the 7 km
journey to the island.
In fact, it is a wonderful time to visit the island
with a plentiful supply of sun-beds available
and an almost empty beach displaying it’s
enchanting white sand and clear azure waters.
Nearby Jomtien Beach and Dongtan Beach
UHPDLQ TXLWH EXV\ ߑOOHG ZLWK UHJXODU ڔ6QRZ
%LUGV(ڕXURSHDQV5XVVLDQVDQG7KDLYLVLWRUV
If you have a trip planned to Thailand, you will
ߑQGWKDW\RXDUHPRVWZHOFRPHDQG\RXZLOOEH
able to enjoy this fabulous country without the
hordes of mass tourism. Is it safe?
Who can really tell? I would personally still travel but obviously there is the constant fear that the epidemic could escalate.
If you are travelling, enjoy and just take a few additional precautions, face masks we have heard are not effective and
should only be worn if you have any infection. Just wash your hands more often than normal or use the disinfectant that
is readily available on all public transport and public places.

Enjoy Thailand in these interesting times!
www.pattayatrader.com
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The wait is over.

Carlton Hotel Bangkok Sukhumvit is open

R

LVLQJVWRUH\VDERYHGRZQWRZQDGUDPDWLFEXLOGLQJFDWFKHVWKHH\HZLWKEROGFXUYHVb
All quite a sight. But there’s more than meets the eye – as every glimpse of the just-opened Carlton Hotel Bangkok Sukhumvit
provides new perspective.

b
Carlton Hotel Bangkok Sukhumvit’s general manager, Mark Bulmer has eight years’ experience with Carlton Hotel Group including
six as general manager of both Carlton hotels in Singapore, says, ‘I’ve been with Carlton for some time and I know why our hotels
KDYHVXFKDߑQHUHSXWDWLRQDQG,NQRZKRZZHڕUHDOZD\VHQKDQFLQJLW,ڕYHDOVROLYHGDQGZRUNHGKHUHLQ%DQJNRNVR,FDQVD\
from experience that Carlton Hotel Bangkok Sukhumvit combines the absolute best of Carlton and Thai hospitality. Guests will enjoy
ߑYHVWDUOX[XU\DWVXSHUEYDOXHHVSHFLDOO\JLYHQWKHKRWHOڕVSULPHORFDWLRQEHWZHHQ%766N\7UDLQ$VRNHDQG3KURP3KRQJVWDWLRQVڕ
b
The location can be added many other advantages. Accommodation at Carlton Hotel Bangkok Sukhumvit comprises 338 rooms and
suites ranging in size from 37 to 129 sqm. Features and amenities in all rooms include electric curtains and blinds, 49-inch smart
TV, king or twin bedding with Sealy Posturepedic mattress, bathroom with rain shower and separate bathtub. Additional advanced
technologies in all guest rooms include motion sensor-controlled lighting for decreased energy consumption.
bb
Carlton hotels are highly regarded not only for their accommodation, facilities and services but also for superlative dining. In fact, for
WKUHHGHFDGHVIDPHG:DK/RNUHVWDXUDQWKDVPDGH&DUOWRQV\QRQ\PRXVZLWKߑQH&DQWRQHVHFXLVLQHLQ6LQJDSRUH
b
That very same culinary excellence can now be enjoyed at Carlton Hotel Bangkok Sukhumvit’s own Wah Lok restaurant. Expect an
upscale Hong Kong-style setting with main dining area capacity for up to 194 guests, along with private dining rooms available for
business and social occasions. There are also:

Plate – all-day-dining restaurant serving expansive buffets and à la carte selections in a contemporary setting featuring international
classics, Thai favourites and Carlton’s signature Peranakan Straits- Chinese cuisine.
b
7X[HGRڏOREE\OHYHOHVSUHVVREDUIRUYDQJXDUGFRIIHHFXOWXUHLQFOXGLQJ7KDLODQGڕVߑUVW0RGEDUHVSUHVVRPDFKLQHVLQDߑYHVWDUKRWHO
setting. Also, pâtisserie, boulangerie and viennoiserie made daily in the adjacent glass-fronted pastry kitchen. Singapore-style Carlton
Afternoon Tea served daily. Beer, wine and cocktails are also available.
b
&RROLQJ 7RZHU  ڏFKLOOHGRXW URRIWRS EDU ZLWK GUDXJKW EHHUV LPDJLQDWLYH FRFNWDLOV 1HZ DQG 2OG:RUOG ZLQHV DQG ߑQH VSLULWV
complemented with tasty bar bites.
b
Plunge – poolside juice bar for refreshing juices and smoothies as well
as beer and house wines. Light meals and snacks available.
b
7KHKRWHOڕVHQWLUHWKߒRRUPHDQZKLOHLVGHGLFDWHGWROHLVXUHUHFUHDWLRQ
DQGߑWQHVV*XHVWVHQMR\DPHWUHRXWGRRUSRROZLWKZDWHUIDOOIHDWXUH
a pool bar, exercise studio with 24-hour access, luxury spa by Let’s
5HOD[DQGD.LGV=ڕRQH
b
+LJK DERYH %DQJNRN RQ WKH UGߒRRU WKH &DUOWRQ &OXE /RXQJH
provides sweeping views from indoor and outdoor seating. Club-level
accommodation guests enjoy premium amenities and services including
privileged breakfast, all-day snacks and refreshments, and cocktail
hours with canapes.
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WHAT DOES A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
COMPANY DO?

Y

By Cheyenne Hollis

ou have probably heard about
using a property management
company, especially if you
have invested in a condo unit, but
you might not know exactly what
WKH\GR/RQJVWRU\VKRUWWKHVHߑUPV
can manage your property so you
don’t have to. But that one sentence
doesn’t make a very helpful article.
So with that in mind, let’s dig a little
GHHSHU DQG ߑQG RXW ZKDW H[DFWO\ D
property management company
does.

• Find tenants
For investors, the most important
thing a property management
FRPSDQ\GRHVLVߑQGSHRSOHWRUHQW
their properties. They usually have
H[SHULHQFH LQ WKLV ߑHOG VR \RX FDQ
trust them to market the unit properly
and make sure it doesn’t sit empty
for too long.

• Collect rent
Of course, once the property
management company has found
a tenant, they will also collect rent
and handle the deposit for you. For
overseas investors wanting to know
about returns, you’ll have to speak
ZLWK WKH ߑUP GLUHFWO\ WR VHH KRZ
the process works. A few property
management companies can make
deposits in overseas bank accounts
or via PayPal, but others require a
local account.

• Carry out maintenance
A property management company will perform regular maintenance on your property and ensure it stays in top shape.
They will also be on hand to help in case your tenants experience any type of emergency and require immediate
maintenance.

• Serve as a local advisor
Every country has unique rules and regulations when it comes to property rentals. Sure, it is possible to study these and
try to stay on the right side of the law. Or you could hire a property management company who already understands the
local market and knows how to operate in it.

• Handle bookkeeping
$JRRGSURSHUW\PDQDJHPHQWFRPSDQ\ZLOOKDQGOHERRNNHHSLQJIRU\RX7KLVLQFOXGHVFUHDWLQJDQGߑOLQJLQYRLFHVDQGLQ
VRPHFDVHVSD\LQJORFDOWD[HV1RWDOOߑUPVRIIHUWKLVVHUYLFHKRZHYHU
These are only a few of the things a property management company does. If you are thinking about purchasing an
LQYHVWPHQWSURSHUW\RUDOUHDG\KDYHRQHDQGQHHGKHOSߑQGLQJWKHULJKWSURSHUW\PDQDJHPHQWFRPSDQ\FDQPDNHOLIH
PXFKHDVLHU%XWQRWDOOSURSHUW\PDQDJHPHQWFRPSDQLHVDUHHTXDODQG\RXڕOOQHHGWRGR\RXUKRPHZRUNWRߑQGWKHRQH
that’s right for you.
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96FM Pattaya People Radio

Simply The Best
96FM will continue to be an integral part of the Pattaya ExPats
community and the soundtrack for all Ex Pats in Pattaya.
The media world has changed a lot in recent and our online
presence is even more important now as technology makes it
much easier to obtain the programming required and the quality
levels rise once again.
Therefore it is even more important to be aware of the Pattaya
People free app which can easily be downloaded to your mobile
device or computing receiver.
Top quality sound and varied enjoyable content 24 hours a day
IURP)0ZLOOPRVWGHߑQLWHO\HQKDQFHWKHVRXQGWUDFNWR\RXUOLIH
here in Pattaya, or, in fact, outside of Pattaya and anywhere in the
world.
PLUS… 96FM is now louder and clearer over a much wider area
on older type receivers such as car radios.
The best commercial playlist in town is regularly updated with lots
of great new popular tunes and additional oldies but goldies which
are bound to get your groove on…baby! Continuous ‘sunshine
hits on 96’ provide great entertainment with ‘less chat, more music’
as a credible slogan.
The music policy of 96FM, as programmed by station production
manager/presenter Barry Upton, who has a wealth of experience
in all areas of music, is a healthy combination of classics, together
with the best of the latest offerings, plus the odd surprise here and
there.
Each day’s playlist is carefully put together from seven decades
of hits, plus occasional chats with interesting local guests to the
96FM studios.

The weekly schedule is:
8am to 12 noon
12 noon to 2pm
2pm to 4pm
4pm to 6pm
6pm to 6.20pm
6.20pm to 8am

– ‘Morning Glory’ with Barry Upton
– ‘Let’s Do Lunch’ with John Pearson
– ‘Afternoon Delight’ with Diana Mountanos
– ‘The Sundowner Show’ with Barry Upton
– Thai News
– All Night Long

MSN International News in English is at
12 noon, 2pm, 4pm & 8pm
All through the weekend, a full service of entertainment can be
enjoyed.
The Thai National Anthem is always respectfully played at 8am
and 6pm everyday.
For more information contact Pattaya People Media Group by
e-mailing info@pattayapeople.com.

Get your kicks on 96 – It’s simply the best.

24

PROPERTY TRADER

Issue 186 | MARCH 2020

| PROPERTY TRADER

PATTAYA PEOPLE TELEVISION

Marching On

C

ontinuing to entertain and provide the best information to the Ex Pat community of Pattaya, our popular
community TV station has recently moved to the T.M.N. cable network which has become a popular
step in the right direction for our viewers.

Internet access from the Pattaya People web site, www.pattayapeople.com and the free Pattaya People app.,
means that our constantly updated output can be sought easily, even on your smartphone with interesting
features and essential Ex-Pat information.
Coming up in March is a continuing focus on up to date immigration news with the latest rules and regulations,
plus the weekly ‘Pattaya Ex Pats Club’ TV feature with interesting content from the guest speakers that appear
there every week.
Barry Upton is always out and about gathering items from Pattaya and beyond including his music videos
ߑOPHGORFDOO\LQFOXGLQJWKHUHFHQW%XUDSD)HVWLYDO7RSUHVWDXUDQWLWHPVDQGORFDOHYHQWVDOVRIHDWXUH/RRN
out for an overview of St. Patricks Day.
If you have any ideas for items or can recommend
new people for Barry to chat to for his ‘Pattaya
Stories’ series or any other features, please contact
Pattaya People Media Group by e-mailing to info@
pattayapeople.com.

Don’t forget to download the FREE ‘Pattaya
People’ app so you can access the TV
output on your handheld device, anytime
and anywhere in the world.
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