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Happy New Year !
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Welcome to the first Property Trader of the year and we hope you take a fresh 2020
look at print advertising this year! - Thought I’d get that in early as I’m sure there will be
plenty of perfect vision references coming to an advert near you in the next few months!

Barton Wlaters
Rodney James Charman
Dan Johnston
Barry Upton
Lirika Hart
Heiner Moessing
Phil Mitchell
Chris Millar
Nigel Green
Derek Franklin
Rick Click
Jeff Wylie
Gloria Jones
Cheyenne Hollis
Steve Wade

6

INTERIOR DESIGN TRENDS

24

HOW TO COMBINE PRINT AND DIGITAL

Seriously though, we are making a bid for some of your marketing budget this year as
the experts agree the best way for brand recognition and increased sales is by reaching
a broader spectrum of potential clients with a diverse marketing mix. Please have a
read of our article on page 24 to take a look at combining print with digital marketing as
recommended by the experts.
Also we’ve plenty of interior design trends for you in this edition with paint colours
for the year and design trends around the home. We also welcome an Angelic new
addition with Angel 888 and have some Feng Shui suggestions for you to welcome
in the Chinese New Year of the Rat here’s hoping its a lucky one for us!
All the best

FACEBOOK

Gloria

To stay up to date with what’s happening
in Pattaya throughout the month like our
Facebook page

facebook.com/ptyatrdr

READ ONLINE
Read the Trader as an online flipbook on
your computer, tablet or smartphone on the
following websites:

Interested in advertising?
Mobile: 08 3768 3696
Email: pattayatrader@pattayatrader.com

www.pattayatrader.com

www.issuu.com/pattayatrader
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Feng Shui Rules for the Bedroom,

lthough many of the rules that apply to create an
ideal bedroom environment for hopefully a better
night’s sleep will seem like common sense, they
are to be found in the ancient Chinese concept of
Feng Shui. So during the month of the Chinese New Year
we thought we would take a look at these basic do and
don’t rules.
Feng Shui concerns positive energy (qi) and how it flows
around the objects in your room. How you arrange the
objects in your room can affect your sense of calm and
wellbeing. Therefore a simple task will be to remove clutter
from your bedroom thus enabling better flow around the
room. Also go for symmetry when placing objects such
as bedside tables in your bedroom, i.e. 2 night stands, or
bedside tables, 2 lamps or bedside lights. In feng shui,
pairs are thought to promote loving, harmonious energy.

Selecting colours that are soothing is a key piece of the
feng shui puzzle. If you have trouble sleeping or you have
a very fast-paced life, choose neutral, lighter shades that
are more calming.
Once you have established this look you can then add
in highlight choices. It’s easiest to begin with neutrals in
a bedroom — or less-saturated colors — and then add
richer tones. If you’re looking for more of a spark in a
relationship or a more vibrant life you might choose red
for example as it brings a lot of energy to a space and you
don’t need a lot to have a big effect. Perhaps choose this
colour for a rug. Adding an area rug under or near the bed
is another way to help ground the energy when sleeping
and create a balance between yin (soft textures) and yang
(hard surfaces).Having two smaller rugs on each side can
achieve a similar effect without the costly price tag.

Never place your bed beside the door but rather a
comfortable distance from and ideally facing it, so as to
afford a clear view of anyone entering the room. Also have a
well-made, solid headboard that feels supportive while you
sleep In feng shui, headboards provide a feeling of support
in life.Your headboard should fit up against your wall, so
try to keep your bed as close to the wall as possible.A solid
wood frame or a solidly upholstered headboard is best for
feng shui. Headboards with multiple panels, open bars, or
beds with built-in shelving or storage should be avoided.
Computers and materials related to work should be kept
outside the bedroom this will help you to turn off your mind
more easily when it is time to rest. Thus promoting a sleep
that is deep and restorative with better quality of sleep.
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Get rid of clutter

IN YOUR CONDO WITH THESE TIPS
By Cheyenne Hollis

I

s your condo feeling smaller? Have you lost track
of where things are in your home? You’re not alone.
The longer we live in one place, the more likely we
are to accumulate stuff. Unfortunately, condo space
is finite and all this stuff ends up in the way after a while.
Taking back space isn’t hard, but it does require you to
be vigilant. Decluttering does involve a bit of purging as
well as proper organisation. However, after a few hours of
cleaning, you will not only be rid of the clutter, but measures
will be in place to ensure it doesn’t come back.

Where to start?
Despite what you may think, your condo is full of items that
you probably don’t need and haven’t even thought about in
months, or maybe even years. Start by finding and tossing
these:
• Old receipts, bills and other mail
• Expired medicines and vitamins
• Food in your cabinets you never plan on eating
You’d be surprised how much space that clears out. But
this is only the start. Next, do a second sweep removing
items that can be donated or recycled. Here are just a few
suggestions:
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• Clothing you don’t wear and/or can’t fit into
• Old electronics you no longer need
• Accessories (jewellery, sunglasses, etc.) that you’ve
replaced or upgraded

Finish strong

Once the clutter has been removed from your condo, it’s
important to organise what’s left to ensure stuff doesn’t
build up again. Baskets, jars, and clear drawer organisers
are very cheap these days, so buy a few that you like and
start collecting items around the house.
Gather like items together such as bathroom toiletries,
cleaning supplies, cosmetics and accessories and be sure
to put stuff back after you use it. There is no point in doing
this if you are just going to take things out and leave them
elsewhere around the condo.
You can also take things a step further by creating dedicated
spaces for items like shoes, keys and umbrellas that often
get left at the door when you come in. Most condos usually
have places for these things built-in, so it’s just a matter of
using them. It takes about a week to form a habit, so as
long as you can get through those first seven days, there
won’t be any future issues.
…………………...Make it one of your New Year’s
Resolutions ! Ed
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Why

you should use a
qualified agent!

By Heiner Moessing
It went viral last month: more than a dozen people were cheated out of more than 45 M Baht
by a real estate agency in Jomtien.....
I had never heard the name of the agency or the people involved and actually I could not remember them one hour later.
So how can things like this still happen as we have google, social media etc. - and for many years I have been writing
articles for magazines, newspapers and web pages about issues related to real estate?
Probably the “high” to go on holiday in the Land of Smiles where everything seems to be “easy going” lets people forget
all their common sense and let all barriers go down.
Another “funny” but actually tragic story: I got a phone call, somebody asking me if the house he wants to buy for 6 M
Baht was worth the money ?
I asked him where he was at that moment and he replied at the Land Office! The line was cut and when I called back a
Thai person answered but put down the phone immediately…….
Most people agree that certain things should be left to experts but when it comes to properties many people think they
can do this on their own, or rely on a friend who has been “living in Pattaya for many years”. By excluding professional
help they try to get a good “deal” as a real estate agent gets a commission.
Commissions in Thailand are paid by the seller or landlord, our consultation for the customer is free, no matter
how long it takes.
Some people rely on a “good friend” or have already bought 2 or 3 properties in Pattaya, and even if not always happy
with the outcome or have had some bad experiences still do not need an agent. Even though the agent may have been
involved in hundreds of deals during the last few years, has been on training courses, has joined several professional
associations and keeps himself updated on a daily basis.

Heard about PREBA?
More than 15 years ago a group of real estate agents met with the intention of lifting up the standard of the industry and
providing more security and transparency for customers.
So the Real Estate Broker Association Eastern Seaboards (REBA ES) was founded.
In 2018 it was renamed into Pattaya Real Estate Broker Association (PREBA).
PREBA is officially registered with the Thai authorities and one of only 2 local real estate associations in Thailand, all
PREBA members are members of the Thai Real Estate Broker Association (as well (TREBA). Although only a small
group they cover all aspects of the market (sales, rentals, property management, decoration and construction) and nearly
all available properties.
Last time I counted PREBA members covered 9 languages and had a combined experience in real estate of hundreds
of years.Each member employs at least one Certified Residential Specialist (CRS) or Certified International Property
Specialist (CIPS). To get these certifications you have to complete special courses by the National Association of Realtors
(NAR)– the US association. These courses take 3 or 5 days and it is hard work! When I gained my German license nearly
30 years ago it was just 4 hours on Saturday morning.
To become a PREBA member you have to fulfill certain criteria, the PREBA board will call you in for an interview and you
have to present your qualifications and experience.
So it comes as no surprise that more applicants have been rejected than admitted.
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PREBA
Members respect each other, we don’t go “fishing” among other agent’s customers or properties, we don’t knock on
doors where another PREBA member already put his sales sig But we are working together for the benefit of the
customers:
If I don’t have the appropriate property for my customer I contact other PREBA members and if we get a contract the
commission will be split.
Depending on your home country you might be surprised how much more service PREBA real estate agents in Pattaya
provide: they will discuss your criteria, advise you on locations, ownership, neighborhood, put together viewing tours,
negotiate prices and other terms, draft the contract and accompany the buyer (or tenant) through the whole process.
Maybe because of these high standards more sellers and buyers involve a real estate agent in the US than anywhere in
the world. The regulations are very strict, the responsibility of the agent very high. Therefore PREBA adopted the “Rules
and Regulations” and the “Code of Ethics” of the NAR.
Although I always recommend PREBA members as I know them for years or even decades, there are still agents
and brokers out there who are for whatever reasons not members of PREBA. - PREBA members are all qualified
but that does not mean non-members are not..
I could write books about deals that went “wrong” because there was not enough knowledge involved, Remember: there
is no good or bad property but a property might be wrong for your purpose. Rental investment is different from a
property you want to move in yourself. We have been doing Property Management for 18 years and know, what property
can easily be rented out. We have decorated more than 2000 sq.m. of condos and built 24 houses for our customers, so
we know a lot about hidden defects and how to build a house in the tropics.
On a daily basis I meet customers who bought the wrong rental investment property (for example a luxurious condo so
expensive that it finds a tenant every other year) or who live in the wrong location as they prefer a different life style.
So questions like “What is the purpose of your property investment” or “How do you live” have nothing to do with
curiosity – a dentist will ask you “Where does it hurt?” as well!
Some agencies are gonna take you to Huay Yai because they have a bargain listing there even though you inquired
about a one bedroom on a Baht taxi route – I have been listening to stories like this for years.Things like this are annoying
and time consuming but don’t cost you any money. However if you buy something that’s too expensive, choose the wrong
ownership or don’t get what you thought you were buying the financial losses can be huge!
Several years ago one customer called me and informed me, that he had found the right property himself (with a
freelance agent from the same village as his wife), much cheaper than anything I showed him.
A few weeks later I popped in to him and asked how he was doing? He told me
that he had bought a nice little house for a reasonable price. One day after the
ownership was transferred the freelancer called him and asked if he wanted
to buy the garden as well? Apparently the garden was on a different title deed
and what he had bought included only the building and the land it was set on.!
For more information about PREBA Pattaya Real Estate Broker Association
please visit
http://www.pattayarealestatebrokers.com/

Heiner Moessing and his son Martin are the
principles of the real estate company Siam
Properties. Heiner is a board member of the Pattaya
Real Estate Broker Association and a member of the
Rotary Club Eastern Seaboard. Martin studied law
at the Rankhamhaeng University in Bangkok and
just graduated as Master of Laws. After working in
law firms and management positions in Bangkok for
many years he joined Siam Properties in May 2019.
Heiner 081 861 19 07 (English and German)
Martin 086 354 41 61 (English and Thai)
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What is hands-

Free property investment?
By Cheyenne Hollis

Hands-free property investment allows you to enjoy the returns while someone
else takes care of the details

T

here are many types of property investment
available, especially overseas and we aren’t
just talking about location. You can now
invest in different real estate sectors, dabble
in fractional property investment and take advantage
of numerous other opportunities. Regardless of the
where and what, hands-free property investment
remains the preferred option for those considering
cross-border options.
Hands-free property investment is exactly what it
sounds like. You purchase a property and everything
from unit management to rental returns are taken care
of by a single company. This ensures you don’t have
to worry about common challenges such as finding a
tenant.
This is critically important for real estate investment
overseas where you might not be completely familiar
with how the market works. Finding a tenant, for
example, can be a struggle since you probably don’t
know where to look and what regulations you need to
follow. Hiring a property management company is an
alternative, but then you still need to choose a firm,
which takes time.
But hands-free property investment allows you to
steer clear of these issues altogether. You are buying
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the property with a rental agreement directly with
the management company who provided serviced
apartment rentals. The company that helps you
purchase the property will also liaise with the lettings
management company so that you have one point
of contact. Ultimately, this saves you time as well as
money and creates a stress-free experience.

Finding a hands-free property investment
partner
If you opt for a hands-free property investment, it is
important to find a partner with a proven track record
of success. You want to be sure the company you
choose can fulfil their promises, especially if you are
considering a purchase overseas.
The United Kingdom is a popular place for handsfree property investment among Southeast Asian
real estate buyers. It is a market they are familiar
with in addition to offering stability and historically
strong returns. A number of companies now offer
full-service, real estate investment opportunities for
overseas buyers. And while it may be hands-free
property investment, this doesn’t mean you will be left
in the dark the company should be a communicative
partner that’s there for you every step of the way, no
matter where in the world you happen to be located.
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