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EURO DESIGN AND HAFELE

18

7TH ASIA-PACIFIC HOUSING FORUM

Hi Everyone!
There are some beautiful views to be seen all over Pattaya but one of the finest must
surely be the view on our front cover this month. Siam Properties have this spectacular
condo for sale and I must say it’s at times like these that you have to wonder just how
much a condo with sea views like this would cost anywhere else in the world?
Our friends at Euro Design have an extremely interesting collaboration with Hafele and
tell us all about the company’s history through Sean Bennet’s interview with the MD of
Hafele (Thailand) Mr Volker Hellstern.
Dot property offers us an alternative way of viewing the strong Thai Baht with their
article on page 12 and they also take a look at the north-eastern provinces on page 28.
There’s also a very interesting piece on page 18 about the Asia Pacific Housing Forum
and their work with Habitat for Humanity.

FACEBOOK
To stay up to date with what’s happening
in Pattaya throughout the month like our
Facebook page

facebook.com/ptyatrdr

Plus of course plenty of properties
throughout this section and in our
new Property Marketplace. Don’t
forget we’re not only print advertisers,
we can also give your company and
properties real exposure on TV, Radio
and LED screens throughout the town
+ plenty of digital marketing via our
website and Facebook pages.
Looking forward to hearing from you

Gloria

READ ONLINE
Read the Trader as an online flipbook on
your computer, tablet or smartphone on the
following websites:

Interested in advertising?
Mobile: 08 3768 3696
Email: pattayatrader@pattayatrader.com

www.pattayatrader.com

www.issuu.com/pattayatrader
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By Cheyenne Hollis

Accolades
andBaht
Acknowledgements
for Pattaya-Based
Developer,investors
Heights Holdings
Strong
Thai
opens new doors
for local property

T

he Thai Baht Continues to
strengthen against global
currencies like the UK Pound
The Thai Baht continues to
make gains against most
major currencies, especially the US
Dollar, Australian Dollar, Euro and the
UK Pound. In fact, the Baht to Euro and
Pound exchange rates continue to hit
historic levels while the Thai currency
hasn’t performed this well against the
dollar since 2013.
This has hit the Thailand property market.
According to Knight Frank Thailand, the sales
rate for new condos in the Thai capital slowed
to the lowest levels ever in the second quarter
of this year. A shrinking number of overseas
investors is just one of a few issues facing the
market.

However, while there is some cause for concern about the property market, especially among overseas investors, it has
opened some new doors for local and expat property investors.

Locals look abroad for real estate
A strong Thai Baht has created international property investment possibilities for both local Thai buyers and expats that were
VOBQQFBMJOHXIFOFYDIBOHFSBUFTXFSFVOGBWPVSBCMF5IF6,JOQBSUJDVMBSIBTQSPWFOUPCFQPQVMBSCFDBVTFPGUIFÚBHHJOH
Pound.
For Thai buyers, this is a chance to diversify their property investment portfolio at a fraction of the price. The UK real estate
market is seen as a stable investment and one that is well-known among Thai buyers with many having either studied abroad
in England or planning to send their children there for education.
“In context with wider economic trends, there is a current perception amongst overseas buyers that now is
WKHWLPHWRSXUFKDVHWREHQH¿WIURPWKH8.¶VSURSHUW\PDUNHWEHIRUHWKHVWHUOLQJUHJDLQVLWVIXOOVWUHQJWK´
says Jerald Solis, Business Development and Acquisitions Director at Experience Invest who goes on to say
“At Experience Invest, we believe that when the dust settles after the UK leaves the EU, and some of the new
WUDGHQHJRWLDWLRQVDUHLQSODFHWKHSRXQGZLOOUHFRYHUEDFNWRWKHSUH%UH[LWOHYHO´
Additionally, “Golden Visa” programs that offer EU residency for property investors are proving to be popular as well. Excellium
Capital has hosted several Invest in Portugal seminars in Bangkok, all of which have recorded a strong turnout.
Meanwhile, expats based in Thailand are beginning
to leverage the soaring Baht to purchase property
in their home countries. Before the uptick of the
Baht, this was unthinkable.

Thai Baht expected to remain strong
The Thai Baht has been Asia’s best performing
DVSSFODZ FOEJOHUIFÙSTUIBMGPGVQÙWFQFSDFOU
year-on-year. Kobsidthi Silpachai, Head of Capital
Markets Research at KBank, recently explained to
the Bangkok Post that the bank doesn’t foresee a
downturn for the Baht until next year due to global
and local economic circumstances.
The strong Baht has dented tourism and economic
growth in Thailand, but is not seen as all bad
news for overseas real estate investors looking
at the Kingdom. Many developers have been
offering steep discounts in order to clear out
current inventory helping to offset the unfavourable
exchange rate.
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By Cheyenne Hollis

Accolades
and Acknowledgements
forwith
Pattaya-Based
Developer,condominiums
Heights Holdings
How
to avoid
the risks involved
buying off-plan

T

here are many investment options in Thailand these days. Real estate is a popular choice but many wonder if
CVZJOHBOPGGQMBODPOEPNJOJVNVOJUJTBHPPEJOWFTUNFOU"GUFSBMM ZPVXPOmUCFBCMFUPTFFUIFÙOJTIFEQSPEVDU
GPSZFBSTBOEJUDBOCFEJGÙDVMUUPDIFDLVQPOJUXIJMFDPOTUSVDUJPOJTVOEFSXBZ

:PVIBWFXPSLFEIBSEGPSZPVSNPOFZ TPZPVEPOmUXBOUUPTFFJUHPUPXBSETTPNFUIJOHUIBUOFWFSHFUTÙOJTIFE
On the other hand, it’s vital that your savings is working to earn you even more money. All investment is risky, so if you’re
MPPLJOHGPSBTVSFUIJOH HPPEMVDLBOEMFUVTLOPXJGZPVÙOEJU
If you want an investment that offers both value and potential, buying an off-plan condominium may be for you. They can
CFTJHOJÙDBOUMZDIFBQFSUIBOQVSDIBTJOHDPNQMFUFEVOJUTBOEZPVXJMMFOKPZBQQSFDJBUJPOPOJUTPPOFSUIBOLTUPTPBSJOHMBOE
prices in many major cities across the region. In many cases, it is better to buy now than waiting for a project you like to be
ÙOJTIFE
That being said, buying off-plan condominiums does involve a greater risk than already completed units. Here are a few of the
risks buying off-plan condominiums carry and what you can do to navigate these possible pratfalls.

Condominium isn’t completed or completed late
The most daunting concern a person has about investing in buying off-plan condominiums is that it won’t be completed. This
JTUIFXPSTUDBTFTDFOBSJPTJODFJUNFBOTZPVXJMMFOEVQTQFOEJOHZFBSTJOUIFDPVSUTÙHIUJOHXJUIUIFEFWFMPQFSUPHFUZPVS
investment back. Another worry is possible setbacks in construction which can delay rental returns should you plan on renting
the unit out.

How to avoid this:
Don’t buy from developers who haven’t demonstrated past success in completing developments. Instead, choose only reputable
IPNFCVJMEFSTXIPIBWFMBSHFQPSUGPMJPT5IFTFÙSNTTFOEPVUSFHVMBSVQEBUFTPOIPXUIFQSPKFDUJTQSPHSFTTJOH VTVBMMZXJUI
photos and other information. This provides you with peace of mind about investing in a buying off-plan condominium unit.

Condominium won’t look the way it does in the pictures
Many investors thinking about buying off-plan condominiums utilize sales materials and marketing photos to get an idea of
what the condominium they are buying will look like. However, these are simply photos and what you see here may not be
XIBUZPVHFUXIFOUIFQSPKFDUJTÙOJTIFE

How to avoid this:
5IFSFJTOPXBZPGUSVMZLOPXJOHIPXBQSPKFDUXJMMMPPLXIFOJUJTÙOJTIFE CVUUIFSFBSFBDPVQMFPGUIJOHTZPVDBOEPUPIFMQ
JOGPSNZPVSEFDJTJPO5IFÙSTUJTUPHPPOMJOFBOEMPPLGPSQIPUPTPGDPOEPNJOJVNTBMSFBEZDPNQMFUFECZUIFEFWFMPQFS8IJMF
BSUJTUSFOEFSJOHTDBOEFDFJWF TFFJOHUIFSFBMEFBMXJMMHJWFZPVBCFUUFSJEFBPGUIFRVBMJUZUIFÙSNEFMJWFST
*GQPTTJCMF ZPVDBOBMTPTDIFEVMFUPTFFBVOJUGPSTBMFBUPOFPGUIFEFWFMPQFSmTBMSFBEZÙOJTIFEDPOEPNJOJVNT8IJMFUIF
layout may be different, chances are the unit size will be similar. Investigate how it looks and then compare it with marketing
brochures that are likely to include graphic renderings. You’ll be able to see how close the developer comes to matching it.
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96FM Pattaya People Radio – classics plus…!

T

he best popular music playlist in town has now
been updated with lots of new great popular tunes
currently making waves across the world. Continuous
lTVOTIJOFIJUTPOmQSPWJEFHSFBUFOUFSUBJONFOUBT
the soundtrack to Pattaya city life. ‘Less chat, more
music’ is the slogan that has been used by many. But in this case,
a credible description.

5IFNVTJDQPMJDZPG'. BTQSPHSBNNFECZTUBUJPOQSPEVDUJPO
manager/presenter Barry Upton, who has a wealth of experience
in all areas of music, is a healthy combination of classic oldies,
together with the best of the latest offerings.
Each day’s playlist is carefully put together from seven decades
of hits.
1MVTcPDDBTJPOBMDIBUTXJUIJOUFSFTUJOHMPDBMHVFTUTUPUIF'.
studios.
Plus... a few exclusive tracks from the forthcoming album FAB
BAZ POP released October 11th by a well known local songwriter/
artist….now I wonder who that could be?
Plus… MSN International News in English is at 12 noon, 2pm,
4pm & 8pm
All through the weekend, a full service of entertainment can be
accessed.
The Thai National Anthem is always respectfully played at 8am and
QNFWFSZEBZ5IFO UIF5IBJOFXTDIBOOFMJTBDDFTTFEKVTUBGUFS
QNFBDIXFFLEBZJOMJOFXJUI5IBJCSPBEDBTUJOHSFRVJSFNFOUT
For more information contact Pattaya People Media Group by
e-mailing info@pattayapeople.com.
Don’t forget to download the FREE ‘Pattaya People’ app to your
IBOEIFMEEFWJDFFOTVSJOHZPVXPOmUNJTTBOZPGUIF'.PVUQVU
at any time, wherever you are in Pattaya, the surrounding area, or
in fact anywhere the world.

TURN ON, TUNE IN, ENJOY.
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96FM Pattaya People Radio – non stop music

P

attaya People Television is now preparing
for live streaming on IPTV services with a
QSPKFDUFESFBDIPGPWFS WJFXFST
on top of our cable services with TMN.

Continuing to entertain and give the best
information to the Ex Pat community of Pattaya,
our popular local TV station is constantly being
updated to provide interesting features and sharing
vital information.
Coming up in October is the new improved format
focusing on essential up to date news for Ex Pats
in Pattaya such as Darren McGarry from Key Visa
talking to Niels Colov on the latest immigration
rules and regulations, plus the weekly ‘Pattaya Ex
Pats
Club’ TV feature with interesting information from
the guest speakers that appear there every week.
The very popular ‘Yoga Pose Of The Day’ series,
with instructions from guru Diana Mountanous, will
continue with excercises and postures intended to
IFMQIFBMUIBOEÚFYJCJMJUZ4USJLFBQPTFBOEHFUÙU
Barry Upton is always out and about gathering
items from Pattaya and beyond. If you have any
ideas for items or can recommend new people for
Barry to chat to for his ‘Pattaya Stories’ series or
any other features, please contact Pattaya People
Media Group by e-mailing to info@pattayapeople.
com.
Also, look out for ‘Pattaya and Property Trader’
chief editor Gloria Jones getting cozy on the couch
with Barry Upton for an in depth look at the latest
issue of Pattaya Trader /Property Trader.
Available now on TMN cable and 24 hours online at
the ‘Pattaya People’ website - www.pattayapeople.
com
Don’t forget to download the FREE ‘Pattaya
People’ app so you can access the TV output on
your handheld device, anytime and anywhere in
the world.

www.pattayatrader.com
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Accolades
and Acknowledgements
Pattaya-Based
Developer,
Heightsboom?
Holdings
Will
the high-speed
train fuel aforNortheast
Thailand
property

M

any investors and large-scale developers continue to focus
on Bangkok and Thailand’s tourist destinations to extend
their reach. But are they are overlooking exceptional
opportunities elsewhere in the Kingdom? According to Isan
Real Estate, the answer is a resounding yes. In particular,
the agency believes Nong Khai, Udon Thani and Khon Kaen are brimming with
potential. All three of these provinces are set to benefit from China’s Belt and
Road Initiative. Northeast Thailand will receive a boost from the high-speed train
network that will connect several Southeast Asian countries with China, opening
the door to lucrative trade opportunities that are currently difficult to establish
and maintain.
5IF IJHITQFFE USBJO  XIJDI DPVME CF DPNQMFUFE BT TPPO BT   XJMM
create a direct connection between Nong Khai and Kunming in China. This
BEWBODFNFOUXPVMETJHOJÙDBOUMZTMBTIUSBWFMUJNFTCFUXFFOUIFUXPDJUJFT
From Kunming, it is also possible to reach China’s other major centres in a
timely fashion. Nong Khai is interesting because of its location next to the
Mekong River. The area could soon become a central hub for all of Asia with
direct access to China, Malaysia, and Singapore as well as Bangkok.
The Tourism Authority of Thailand enacted an ambitious plan to promote parts of the country, such as the Northeast provinces,
that aren’t well-known tourist destinations. Places like Sakon Nakhon and Nakhon Phanom are becoming more popular with
WJTJUPSTBOEJODSFBTFEQSPNPUJPOXJMMCFOFÙUCPUIQMBDFTBOEUIFSFHJPOBTBXIPMF
Thai travellers know Sakon Nakhon because it is home to the Palace of H.M. King
Vajiralongkorn. They visit this beautiful site to pay their respects. However, you do not
need to be Thai to appreciate the beauty of the Palace and tourists from both Thailand and
abroad will likely increase in numbers during the coming years.
Nakhon Phanom is one of Northeastern Thailand’s more unique cities. It sits along the
Mekong River providing visitors with a chance to relax by the waterfront and enjoy the
slow life. The city is connected to the Thailand-Laos border crossing with breathtaking
views of the mountains of Laos serving as a backdrop.
As we’ve seen in places like Hua Hin, Phuket and Pattaya, the property market improves
when tourism increases. People come and fall in love with a region. In turn, they look for
holiday homes, establish businesses, retire, invest and enjoy a lifestyle that is both ideal
and very affordable.
Affordability is important when talking about Northeast Thailand. No matter what you’re
buying, land and property prices are far less than in other parts of the country. However,
with impending infrastructure projects and more tourists on the way, it is only a matter of
time before prices start trending upward.
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